
GPO Box 9848 CANBERRA  ACT  2601
Telephone: (02) 6289 1555

Ref No. MC21-016199
Ms Meryl Dorey
meryl@avn.org.au

Dear Ms Dorey

Thank you for your correspondence of 27 May 2021 to the Minister for Health and Aged 
Care, the Hon Greg Hunt MP, concerning Australia’s COVID-19 vaccination program.
The Minister has asked me to reply on his behalf. 

The Australian Government has made a total investment of over $7 billion in Australia’s 
COVID-19 vaccine purchases and rollout. This includes over $5 billion in COVID-19 vaccine 
purchase and over $2 billion in vaccine rollout requirements such as workforce funding to 
states and territories, health professional training, vaccine delivery and supporting digital 
systems. 

The Government acknowledges you may have questions concerning the COVID-19 vaccine 
rollout. It is a large and complex project, and the information you are seeking may change 
over time -that is why we strongly encourage you to stay up-to-date on all news and 
announcements, by regularly checking the Department of Health website at: 
www.health.gov.au. 

COVID-19 vaccination will not be mandatory in Australia, but it is important that everyone 
who can get it, does get it, to help keep themselves and others safe. Anyone with questions 
about the benefits of being vaccinated is encouraged to talk to their doctor or pharmacist.

The safety of the Australian population has always been the Government’s highest priority. 
For this reason, decisions regarding COVID-19 vaccines have been, and continue to be, 
based on the expert medical advice of the Australian Technical Advisory Group on 
Immunisation (ATAGI). 

The Government is working closely with ATAGI, the Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) 
and all state and territory health departments to ensure that monitoring of COVID-19 
vaccine safety is of the highest possible standard in Australia.

It is important for Australians to have access to credible and timely information about 
COVID-19 vaccines. The Department of Health is communicating regularly about the 
progress, safety and effectiveness of COVID-19 vaccines.

If you need to speak with someone, the National Coronavirus Helpline is available on 
1800 020 080. It operates 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
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Thank you for writing on this matter.

Yours sincerely

Director
Australian Government Department of Health


