
 

Recommended Amendments to the WA ‘No Jab No Play’ Bill  

  

 Recommended Amendments Justification 

1 Provision for yearly registration of a 
vaccine objection exemption with a 
health care provider 

 Consistent with Australian public health expert recommendation1 including Royal College of Australian Physicians (RACP).2  

 Supported by Victorian Council of Civil Liberties3  

 Studies show that some objectors regularly review their decision and professionals have reported to us instances of being able to 
persuade them to vaccinate - especially during windows of opportunity such as local outbreaks, the child getting older, or overseas 
travel. 

 A yearly renewal of an exemption would provide general practitioners with additional opportunities to engage in vaccination discussions 
with vaccine hesitant parents and serves as a reminder to parents who are not directly opposed to vaccination to get their children up-
to-date. 

 This approach is referred to by Public Health experts as an ‘Inconvenience’ Model.4 

 Tracking approved annual exemptions would allow the government to continue to monitor vaccine hesitancy and monitor the success of 
strategies used to improve vaccination rates. 

 From a legislative perspective, this amendment is the simplest way to address the negative consequences of a blanket law. 

 Also see A summary of the evidence supporting amendments to the WA No Jab no Play Bill for further evidence in support of this 
amendment. 

2 Family Day Care to be excluded from 
immunisation requirements  

 

 Family day care services have small numbers of enrolled children, therefore the alleged Public Health threat that the government is 
concerned about does not exist in this setting. 

 Some providers of family day services have expressed that they do not vaccinate their own children. 

 Parents who are concerned about their child being cared for in the presence of unvaccinated children can still choose to use a centre-
based childcare service. 

 This amendment is not required if Amendment 1 is adopted. 

 Also see A summary of the evidence supporting amendments to the WA No Jab no Play Bill for further evidence in support of this 
amendment. 

3 3 and 4 year old kindergarten to be 
excluded from immunisation 
requirements.  

 

 This is necessary to satisfy the federal government’s commitment to provide 600 hours of preschool to EVERY child in Australia in the 
year prior to primary school, as per the 2008 Council of Australian Governments (COAG) National Partnership Agreement on Early 

Childhood Education (NPAECE)5. 

 The imperative to provide universal access to Early Childhood Education (ECE) is supported by a significant body of research that 

demonstrates the benefits of ECE for later life outcomes6. 

 Education, including ECE, is a human right7. 

 This is supported by medical experts8 

 This amendment is not required if Amendment 1 is adopted.  

 Also see A summary of the evidence supporting amendments to the WA No Jab no Play Bill for further evidence in support of this 
amendment. 
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 Recommended Amendments Justification 

4 (a) Provision for medical 
contraindication exemptions, 
based on the clinical judgement 
of approved medical 
practitioners in each individual 
case. 
 

(b) Provision for medical 
contraindication certificates to be 
provided directly to the childcare 
service or kindergarten by way of 
letter or AIR form. 

 

 A child’s treating General Practitioner or medical specialist is best placed to make a recommendation of exemption, based on their 
professional clinical assessment of the patient’s medical condition, history, and medical needs. 

 Consistent with Federal legislation.9 

 Recognises contraindications referred to by the vaccine manufacturers. 

 Recognises contraindications and precautions accepted Internationally (e. United States recognises a family history of seizures or auto-
immune conditions as a precaution for vaccination). 

 This amendment is less important if Amendment 1 is adopted. 
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